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operations and procurement of weapons in 
the brutal, decade-long civil war in Sierra 
Leone; (2) the RUF’s flagrant violation of 
the Lome’ Peace Agreement of July 7, 
1999; (3) the RUF’s attacks on personnel 
of the United Nations Mission in Sierra 
Leone; and (4) the actions of the Govern-
ment of Liberia in support of the RUF. 
These actions and policies are hostile to 
U.S. interests and pose a continuing, un-
usual, and extraordinary threat to the for-
eign policy of the United States. For these 
reasons, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue the national emergency 
declared with respect to Sierra Leone and 

Liberia and to maintain in force the sanc-
tions imposed in response to the threat 
posed by the actions and policies of the 
RUF. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. This letter was released 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Janu-
ary 17. The notice of January 15 is listed in 
Appendix D at the end of this volume. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the National 
Emergency With Respect to Sierra Leone and Liberia 
January 15, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 
and section 204(c) of the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6- 
month periodic report on the national 
emergency with respect to Sierra Leone 
and Liberia that was declared in Executive 
Order 13194, of January 18, 2001, and ex-

panded in scope in Executive Order 13213, 
of May 22, 2001. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. This letter was released 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Janu-
ary 17. 

Remarks in a Meeting With Labor Leaders 
January 17, 2002 

Thank you all. Let me just be to the 
point: A good energy plan is important for 
our national security, and it’s important for 
job security. Around the table, I’m honored 
to be sitting with people who represent 
thousands of working people. And they ask 
the same question I ask: What can the Fed-

eral Government do to help people find 
work? What can we do to create jobs? 

And this energy bill that we’re working 
on is a jobs bill. And when we explore 
for power—U.S. power—U.S. energy in 
ANWR, we’re not only helping us become 
less dependent on foreign sources of crude 
oil and foreign sources of energy; we’re 
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creating jobs for American workers, jobs 
so that men and women can put food on 
the table. 

That’s the question these two leaders ask 
all the time, ‘‘How best can I help the 
members of my union find work? What 
can I do to make them, you know, be able 
to feed their families?’’ It’s the same ques-
tion I ask. And that’s why we’re linked up 
on this issue. We’ve got Republicans sitting 
around this table; we’ve got Democrats sit-
ting around this table; we’ve probably got 
some people who don’t care about politics 
sitting around the table. But all of us know 
that the energy bill that’s now stuck in the 
Senate, that can’t get voted on in the Sen-
ate, will be good for America. It will be 
good for our foreign policy, good for our 
national security, and more importantly, it 
will be good for jobs. 

And so I want to thank you, Jimmy, for 
your leadership. And Doug, thank you very 

much. I appreciate you all working with 
us. I appreciate members of my Cabinet 
for coming. Together, we can show the 
country that when we work together, we 
can do what’s right—do what’s right for 
the working folks. 

And so I’m honored you would let me 
come by. It’s a privilege to be around this 
table. There’s no telling what kind of con-
versations have gone on around this table. 
[Laughter] But it is a huge honor. Thank 
you, sir. Doug, thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:11 p.m. in 
the boardroom at the International Brother-
hood of Teamsters headquarters building. In 
his remarks, he referred to James P. Hoffa, 
general president, International Brotherhood 
of Teamsters; and Douglas J. McCarron, gen-
eral president, United Brotherhood of Car-
penters and Joiners. 

Remarks on Signing the Promoting Safe and Stable Families Amendments 
of 2001 
January 17, 2002 

Thank you all. Please be seated. Well, 
thanks, Laura. I appreciate those kind 
words, and I love you a lot. 

I want to welcome you all to the White 
House. It’s our honor to entertain you all 
and to let you witness a piece of history 
here. The bill I’m going to sign rests on 
the belief that our strong Nation is built 
on strong families. The legislation reaffirms 
our country’s commitment to helping chil-
dren grow up in secure and loving families 
by encouraging adoption, by helping young 
adults make their way in life after they 
leave foster care, and by expanding men-
toring for children who have a mom and 
dad in prison. 

I’m proud of the men and women of 
Congress who worked hard to make this 
happen. This is a really good piece of legis-

lation. In this town, sometimes the really 
good pieces of legislation aren’t really rec-
ognized, because there hadn’t been a lot 
of fighting and hair-pulling and gnashing 
of teeth. But this bill, sponsored by both 
Democrats and Republicans, is a meaning-
ful, real piece of legislation that’s going to 
change people’s lives. 

I want to thank Mike DeWine, and I 
want to thank Ben Cardin, and I want to 
thank Deborah Pryce, three of the bill’s 
sponsors who have come today, for your 
hard work. I am sorry that Jay Rockefeller 
of West Virginia and Wally Herger of Cali-
fornia are not here, as well. But the five 
names I just named are responsible for get-
ting this piece of legislation through the 
House and the Senate and to my desk. 
And thank you all. 
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